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he shows that Tetzel's views harmonized with the teachings of the 
Roman church both now and then. 

In prosecuting this task he presents, of course, the church's present 
views on indulgences. This doctrinal synopsis, concisely and clearly 
expressed, carefully digested under headings, copiously supported by 
authorities, and, as issued " mit kirchlicher Druckerlaubnis," perfectly 
reliable, is the most important part of his work. 

The teachings of the church on indulgences in Tetzel's time he 
finds in certain passages occurring in documents published at the close 
of the fourteenth and beginning of the fifteenth centuries. These 
extracts, compacted according to subjects, translated in the text, with 
their originals (Latin and Middle High German) in footnotes, com- 
pose the bulk of the book. 

The present teaching of the church agrees with that of Tetzel ; the 
past teaching agrees with the same ; of course, present and past teach- 
ing agree. Our author is painfully successful. He demonstrates that 
doctrinally the Roman Catholic church of today is the church of 
Luther's antagonism. 

The intense medievalism of this book deprives it of all present 
practical force, either polemic or irenic. The rapport so necessary 
between parties at issue, if there is to be persuasion or conviction, is 
not here. 

Incidentally we may note that the linguist will find it interesting 
to contrast the German in the excerpts from the monkish tractates, 
rough, stiff, Latinized, with that language as it flows flexile and 
musical from Luther's pen. 

The development of the doctrine of indulgences is not alluded to. 
Did it, indeed, have a development, or did it spring an autoschediasma 
from the brain of Boniface ? 

The book, within the limits of the author's purpose, is a consider- 
able contribution to dogmatics. 

Robert Kerr Eccles. 

Bowling Green, 
Ohio. 

The Theology of Albrecht Ritschl. By Albert Temple 
Swing. New York: Longmans, Green & Co., 1901. Pp. 
xiv+296. $1.40, net. 

Professor Swing has sought to set forth in untechnical language 
the fundamental thought of Ritschl. He states his purpose to be, not 
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controversy, nor apology, nor even criticism, but sympathetic exposi- 
tion. By the use of extensive quotations he lets Ritschl speak for 
himself. The subjects dealt with are Ritschl's conception of the 
Bible ; the person of Christ ; the Holy Spirit ; the work of Christ for 
his community ; sin and guilt ; the forgiveness of sin ; the wrath of 
God; and Christian mysticism and pietism. The discussion of these 
subjects, which forms the body of the book, is preceded by a chapter 
on Ritschl's historical presuppositions (Bernard, Luther, Calvin, and 
Schleiermacher), and a chapter on his philosophical presupposition 
(Kant, Lotze). He characterizes Ritschl's method as historical, /'. e., 
analytical and constructive, and his aim as practical and churchly, i. e., 
having a direct relation to human salvation. In his summary he 
concludes that Ritschl was no reckless adventurer in the theological 
world, but a cautious and reverent religious teacher, as well as a fresh 
and acute historian ; and the theory of knowledge upon which he con- 
structed his work as that which is considered legitimate in the realm 
of the physical sciences. He epitomizes Ritschl's conception of the 
Christian religion in the phrase : " Spiritual freedom in fellowship 
with the only God there is, in the person of the only Jesus Christ 
there is, and in the only kingdom of God, which is his living com- 
munity." 

As to the influence which Ritschl's conceptions will have on theo- 
logical reconstruction, the writer says : " We may safely predict that 
evangelical reconstruction will continue to be historical, resting on 
the absolutely normative factors of divine revelation ; redemptive love 
will be the fundamental principle, and the person of the historical 
Jesus the central factor in it ; it will be psychological, dealing, not 
with a legal order of the universe, but with the living realities of the 
forgiveness of guilt and of personal fellowship with God ; it will place 
the ethical above the cosmic, the conception of God as compassion 
above the conception of God as cause." 

One of the most valuable portions of the book is the hundred or 
more pages devoted to Mrs. Swing's translation of Ritschl's compre- 
hensive little work entitled Instruction in the Christian Religion. The 
translator deserves special praise for the accuracy with which the work 
has been done, and a layman who cannnot read the German, but who 
wishes to gain a first-hand knowledge of Ritschl's method and teach- 
ing, can do no better than to begin with this translation. 

George B. Foster. 
The University of Chicago. 



